2.3 Phoneme inventory 

There are 12 consonants, ten vowels , and three marginal phonemes. One 
marginal is the alveolar trill which only occurs in sound- imitating words. 
The other two are the above mentioned high mid vowels. 



2.3.1 Consonants 





Bilabial 


Alveolar 


Velar 


Nasal 


m 


n 




Plosive 


p/b 


t/d 


k/g 


Lateral 




1 




(Approximant) 








Fricative 


f 


s 


h 


Trill 




(r) 





There are basically three places of articulation: bilabial, alveolar and velar. 
Voice is distinctive in the plosives only. Consonant length is functional. 
Consonant contrasts, length and allophonic variation will be discussed below 
in this order. 
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Another phonetic process involving /u/, which has not been examined in detail , 
needs to be mentioned here. In polysyllabic words, /u/ flanked by voiceless 
consonants tends to be much reduced. The preceding consonant becomes 
labialised and /u/ is realised as a very short voiceless vowel. However, 
contrary to the cases mentioned above, /u/ does not lose its syllabicity: 

(4) id ago kusi -f 

men women gather-PRS 
people gather 

The item kusi gather is pronounced as described above; it is bisyllabic and 
stands in contrast to ksi fuck (SU=PL) , which has a real consonant cluster and 
is monosyllabic. 



2.3.2 Vowels 

There are ten vowel phonemes common to both Y and 0. In addition, there are 
two high mid vowels, which are only found in and whose phonemic status is 
marginal (2.3.2.4). No diphthongs are treated as monophonematic units; the 
reasons for this are outlined in 2.3.2.3. 



2.3.2.1 Vowel system 

The left-hand chart represents the vowel phonemes with the familiar IPA symbols, 
whereas the right-hand chart displays the corresponding typographic conventions 
used in this grammar: 



Front 



Mid 



Back 



Front 



Mid 



Back 
u 
o 
6 
6 



2.3.2.2 Contrasts 

The most common strategy for marking subject plural is by raising of the 
ultimate stem vowel of the verb. This provides a handy tool for illustrating 
vowel contrasts: 



/e/ vs . 

/o/ vs . 

/a/ 

/a/ 

/o/ 

/e/ 



vs. 
vs. 
vs. 
vs. 



/i/ 
/u/ 
/a/ 
/e/ 
/b/ 
/i/ 



/se/ vs. 

/pos/ vs. 

/sah/ vs. 

/sah/ vs. 

/o/ vs . 

/sen/ vs. 



/si/ 

/pus/ 

/sah/ 

/sen/ 

/b/ 

/sin/ 



out 

dig 

oall 

search 

eay 

search 
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